September 14, 2008

135 Bagot St 

Cobourg Ontario

K9A 3E9

905 373 0111            recairns@cogeco.ca
Mr. Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario

Queen’s Park, Toronto

I  am writing to you to express my, and many other people’s concerns over recent developments here in Cobourg and at other shores along the Great Lakes: and that is the fencing and posting of beaches below the high water mark by private landowners. Here in Cobourg, our wild West Beach has been fenced and posted, and  citizens crossing at the east end of our sand beach near Victoria Park have been harassed.  As you must well know, similar circumstances in Tiny Township have led to extreme frustration and the sawing of a beach fence. 
Much of this problem seems to stem from an inexplicable decision, taken in 1951  by the Minister of  Lands and Forests, H.R. Scott, to amend the Navigable Waters Act of 1911   ( which had demarcated  all lands below the high water mark as public domain ) to allow private ownership of lands to the low water mark. 
A group of tax paying, law abiding, long term residents of Cobourg has formed, with the goal of acquiring all lands below the high water mark from Factory Creek to the water filtration plant, as a public park in perpetuity, for the enjoyment of all citizens.

This concept is nothing new. Public ownership of such lands is part of British common law. Michigan and Oregon have so delineated their shorelines. Our other NAFTA partner, Mexico, defines all beach lands as public. In Mexico anyone can walk on any shoreline at any time.  It is a shame that the same cannot be said for Ontario. 

In order to acquire our park, and improve Cobourg’s desirability as a tourist destination, we need your help. The 1951 Act which took away public ownership of our beaches can be amended to restore it.  

It is on your watch that these beach conflicts began. You can end them with this simple amendment.  What a legacy to leave the citizens of Ontario!
Sincerely,

Robert Cairns 
Cc  Mr. Lou Rinaldi, MPP Northumberland 
